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The  city will p low re s id e ntial s tre e ts  e nough to m ake  the m  p as s able  
for e m e rge ncy ve hicle s  afte r a m ajor s now e ve nt.  This  m ay not take  
p lace  for s e ve ral d ays  s ince  all m ajor s tre e ts  m us t be  cle are d  firs t.  
We  d o not routine ly p low re s id e ntial s tre e ts  that are  p as s able  
be caus e  of lim ite d  cap ability and  the  p roble m  of whe re  to p ut the  
s now.  A wind row along the  s id e  of the  s tre e t blocks  cars  and  
d rive ways  and  take s  m uch longe r to m e lt whe n the  we athe r warm s .

We  re alize  this  is  ve ry frus trating and  ap ologize  for the  inconve nie nce . 
Our s now p low d rive rs  are  ins tructe d  to ke e p  from  ge tting snow on
the  s id e walks  as  m uch as  p os s ible .  Howe ve r, with s om e  s tre e ts , 
the re  is  s im p ly nowhe re  to p ut the  s now othe r than ove r the  curb and  
onto the  attache d  s id e walk.  With d e tache d  s id e walks , s now can be  
p lace d  on the  tre e  lawn (land s cap e d  are a be twe e n the  back-of-curb 
and  s id e walk).

We  try not to throw s now onto the  s id e walk but s lowing d own is  not 
always  the  ans we r.  Slowe r m e ans  le s s  road  that ge ts  p lowe d  and  
s om e tim e s  the  trucks  los e  traction at s lowe r s p e e d s  and  can not 
m ove  the  s now.

Cons id e ring the  re lative  fe w d ays  that we  have  s now and  the  fact 
that it norm ally s tays  only a fe w d ays , it d oe s n’t m ake  e conom ic 
s e ns e  to s p e nd  an ad d itional s e ve ral hund re d  thous and  d ollars  
for the  m anp owe r and  e q uip m e nt to have  this  cap ability.

WHAT TO DO City Ordinance requires property owners and/or occupants
to remove snow, ice or slush from sidewalks within 24 hours
following a snow fall. City ordinance also prohibits the piling 
of snow, ice or slush from sidewalks, parking areas, and 
driveways into public streets in a way that creates a safety 
hazard for vehicles or pedestrians.  

NOTICE TO REMOVE SNOW AND ICE FROM SIDEWALKS

If you have any questions regarding the 
Snow and Ice Control Program,
Please call the responsible agency:
   (Refer to Map)
City of Cheyenne.................637-6263
Laramie County....................633-4302
Wyoming DOT......................777-4375
           Or Visit
www.cheyennecity.org, www.wyoroad.info

Why doesn’t the city plow residential streets?

Why do you always plow snow on my sidewalk after I have cleared it?

Why don’t  the operators go slow so they don’t throw the snow up 
onto the sidewalk?

Why doesn’t the City purchase more equipment so they can plow 
residential streets?
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C H E Y E N N E  A R E A  S N O W  A N D  I C E  G U I D E

Snow and Ice Control
Cheyenne Area

Guide

Working for you to keep 
our streets and highways safe.

Metropolitan Planning Organization
Provided By:

Wyoming Department
of Transportation

City of Cheyenne

Laramie County

Mos t Che ye nne  are a s nows  are  s hort-live d .  Wyom ing winte r s nows
can be  be autiful and  the y offe r tre m e nd ous  op p ortunity for winte r 
re cre ational activitie s .  The y can, howe ve r, m ake  d riving challe nging 
and  d ange rous .  Che ye nne  ave rage s  about 52 inche s  of s now p e r 
ye ar, but the  typ ical s nowfall only s tays  on the  ground  for a fe w d ays  
be fore  te m p e rature s  warm  and  m e lt it back to bare  ground .
City Snow & Ice  Control Cap ability - The  City norm ally fie ld s  10 
snowp low trucks  op e rating 24 hours  p e r d ay.   With ove r 400 m ile s  
of s tre e ts , our firs t p rioritie s  have  to be  m ain s tre e ts , p rovid ing 
acce s s  to e m e rge ncy s e rvice s  and  m ajor com m unity ce nte rs . Our 
s e cond  p riority is  to p rovid e  acce s s  to schools .  As  with m os t 
com m unitie s  on the  front range , we  d o not have  the  re s ource s  to 
p low re s id e ntial s tre e ts  on a routine  bas is . During a winte r s torm  
e ve nt, our m ain obje ctive  is  to ke e p  m ajor city s tre e ts  p as s able  
within the  lim itations  im p os e d  by clim atological cond itions , the
availability of re s ource s , and  e nvironm e ntal conce rns .  Afte r the  
s torm  e ve nt, we  will try to p low re s id e ntial are as  as  ne e d e d  to 
m ake  the m  p as s able .  Mos t p lowing op e rations  take  p lace  at night.
A “p as s able  road way” is  d e fine d  as  a road way s urface  that is  fre e  
from  d rifts , s now rid ge s , and  as  m uch ice  and  s now p ack as is  
p ractical and  can be  trave le d  s afe ly at re as onable  s p e e d s .  A 
p as s able  road way s hould  not be  confus e d  with "d ry p ave m e nt " 
or "bare  p ave m e nt" which is  e s s e ntially fre e  of all ice , s now, and  
any m ois ture  from  s hould e r to s hould e r. This  "d ry/bare  p ave m e nt" 
cond ition m ay not e xis t for s e ve ral d ays  until the  we athe r cond itions  
im p rove  to whe re  this  p ave m e nt cond ition is  fe as ible .
The  d e finition of "re as onable  s p e e d " is  cons id e re d  a s p e e d  that a 
ve hicle  can trave l without los ing traction. During and  im m e d iate ly 
afte r a winte r s torm  e ve nt, a re as onable  s p e e d  will m os t like ly be  
m uch lowe r than the  p os te d  s p e e d  lim it. Motoris ts  can e xp e ct s om e  
inconve nie nce  and  will be  e xp e cte d  to m od ify the ir d riving p ractice s  
to s uit road  cond itions .
The  cap ability will d e cre as e  whe n s ubs e q ue nt winte r s torm  
e ve nts  hap p e n at a fre q ue ncy whe re  it is  not p os s ible  to obtain 
p as s able  road way cond itions  and  s ubs e q ue ntly bare  p ave m e nt 
be twe e n the  e ve nts . The  s e ve rity of a winte r s torm  e ve nt, road way 
te m p e rature s , and  availability of re s ource s  along with othe r factors  
will d ictate  how s oon p as s able  road way cond itions  and  s ubs e q ue ntly 
bare  p ave m e nt can be  obtaine d . 

DO p ark your ve hicle s  off the  s tre e t, in garage s , d rive ways , 
or on low p riority road s , whe ne ve r p os s ible .  This  p rote cts  
your car from  be ing “burie d ” by s now banks  built by p lowe d  
s now.  Nor can s lip -s lid ing cars  d am age  it.  In ad d ition, it le ave s  
p le nty of m ane uve ring room  for s nowp lows .
DO s hove l s now from  your d rive way onto the  gras s  around  it.  
By ke e p ing your s now p ile s  out of the  s tre e t, thos e  curs e d  
wind rows  that are  p lowe d  acros s  your d rive way won’t be  
ne arly s o high! The  m e lting s now will fe e d  the  d affod ils  ins te ad  
of s torm  s e we rs .  DO take  it e as y!  Shove ling s now is  hard  work 
and  has  be e n linke d  to he art attacks .
DO le ave  your car at hom e  whe ne ve r p os s ible .  Car p ools  and  
p ublic trans it m ove  p e op le  with fe we r ve hicle s  on the  road .  
That m e ans  fe we r ve hicle s  s trand e d  in s now banks  and  d itche s  
or othe rwis e  blocking p lowing op e rations .  
Le s s  traffic on road ways  m e ans  fe we r m is hap s  and  accid e nts ,
fe we r towing bills , le s s  p ollution, le s s  s tre s s  on you! 
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Cheyenne Area Snow & Ice Control Routes
City Priority 1
City Priority 2 - Schools
City Priority 3 - Hot Spots
County Priority 1
W YDOT Route s
Che ye nne

Snow Removal Routes

   le ase  use  caution whe n d riving ne ar a snowplow.  The se  
m achine s are  ve ry he avy and  the y d o not re spond  like  an 
autom ob ile .  The  large  size  of the  e q uipm e nt and  the  poor 
visib ility norm ally assoc iate d  with this type  of activity m ake  this
a ve ry hazard ous situation.
   riority Stre e ts- The se  stre e ts ge ne rally inc lud e  all m ajor 
highways and  princ ipal arte rials, for e xam ple , Ye llowstone  Road , 
Ce ntral and  W arre n Ave nue s, Linc olnway, Colle ge  Drive , and  
South Gre e le y Highway; e m e rge ncy ac c e ss route s for 
am b ulanc e , fire  and  polic e ; and  stre e ts with ste e p grad e s or 
pote ntially hazard ous inte rse ctions.  
     
The  goal is to fre e  the se  stre e ts of m ost d rifts, snow rid ge s, 
ic e  and /or snow pack as soon as possib le .  A snow m e lt prod uct 
will b e  applie d  on hills and  curve s, as we ll as at all hazard ous 
inte rse ctions.  
   e c ond ary Stre e ts-  The se  stre e ts ge ne rally inc lud e  c olle ctor and
m inor arte rial stre e ts, such as Care y and  Snyd e r Ave nue , 12th, 
24th, 19th and  20th Stre e ts, Rid ge  Road , Ave nue  C and  
East/W e st Allison.  The  goal on the se  road s is to ke e p traffic 
flowing, re alizing that all re asonab le  safe ty pre cautions m ust b e  
ob se rve d . Road s to and  from  schools are  inc lud e d  in this 
cate gory. A snow m e lt prod uct will b e  applie d  at ne c e ssary 
locations.  
   ocal or re sid e ntial stre e ts whic h are  not classifie d  “priority” 
or “se c ond ary” are  give n suffic ie nt se rvic e  that will allow traffic 
to m ove  safe ly at a re stricte d  spe e d . Plowing will b e  d one  on 
local road ways only afte r priority and  se c ond ary stre e ts are  
cle are d  and  only as ne c e ssary for e m e rge ncy ve hic le  ac c e ss.  
A snow m e lt prod uct will only b e  applie d  at hazard ous locations.

P

RADIO STATIONS PHONE NUMBERS
Che ye nne  Polic e  Assistanc e ..........637-6500
Laram ie  County She riff ..................633-4700
W yom ing Highway Patrol...............777-4301
Che ye nne  Transit Program  (CTP)..637-6253

Wyoming 511 Travel Information Service
Provided by WYDOT

•Dial 511 from cellular or land-line phones for road 
      and weather conditions (dry, wet, slick, etc.);
•Travel advisories currently in effect;
•Temporary and seasonal closures;
•Current weather conditions; and
•Short-term weather forecasts (up to six hours ahead)
•www.wyoroad.info for regional highway conditions.
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This m ap/d ata is m ad e  possib le  through the  Che ye nne  and  Laram ie  
County Coope rative  GIS (CLCCGIS) Program  and  is for d isplay
purpose s only.  The  CLCCGIS invoke s its sove re ign and  gove rnm e ntal
im m unity in allowing ac c e ss to or use  of this d ata, m ake s no warrantie s
as to the  valid ity, and  assum e s no liab ility assoc iate d  with the  use  or 
m isuse  of this inform ation.
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Check out WYDOT's 
Snow Plow Priority Plan at

www.dot.state.wy.us/home/travel/winter/
snow_plow_priority_plan

C H E Y E N N E  A R E A  S N O W  A N D  I C E  G U I D E S N O W  &  I C E   C O N T R O L  P R I O R I T Y  P L A N  

 F O R  T H E  L A T E S T  I N F O R M A T I O N  
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