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The purpose of this report is to disseminate yearly crash information for the greater 
Cheyenne Area to a wide audience including the public, local law enforcement agencies, 
educators and policy makers.   The report describes trends, conditions, and identifies Ahot spots.@ 
Detailed information about individual crashes and locations is available upon request to the 
Cheyenne Metropolitan Planning Organization (MPO). 

 
The data for this report is obtained from the WYDOT Safety Branch and is compiled by 

WYDOT from the Cheyenne Police, Laramie County Sheriff, and the Wyoming Highway Patrol 
collision reports.  The crashes reported in this document are within the Cheyenne urban area, 
which includes the City of Cheyenne and surrounding county lands.  Crashes on private property 
are included only when related to an access or intersection within a public roadway.  The MPO 
did not request identification information, thereby maintaining privacy for individuals involved in 
the crashes.   

 
According to an amendment to Wyoming Statute '31-5-1106, the driver of a vehicle 

involved in a collision after July 1, 1999 which results  in injury, death, or property damage of at 
least $1,000 must report the crash to the police, sheriff, or highway patrol, depending where the 
crash occurred.  Prior to July 1, 1999, the monetary amount was $500.  The comparisons between 
years may be skewed because of this change. 
 

Not all accidents in the database are represented geographically.  If an accident location 
could not be determined within 50 feet from the written crash report description, no geographic 
coordinates are assigned.  However, 100% of all the reported crashes are in the tabular database.  
  
The MPO is very appreciative of the data and help provided by the WYDOT Safety Branch. 
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Cheyenne, WY 82001 
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e-mail: jsims@cheyennecity.org 
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QUICK FACTS ABOUT 2007 CHEYENNE AREA 
CRASHES 

 
How many crashes were there in 2007?  There were 1851 crashes in 2007.  This is about a 
1% increase from 2006 in which there were 1836. (1836 in 2005) 
 
How many people died or were injured in crashes in 2007?  5 people died last year in 
separate crashes.   There were 720 people injured in 469 separate crashes.  This compares to 7 
fatalities in 2006 and 736 injuries in 482 separate crashes. 

 
How many drivers were involved in crashes in 2007?  There were 3,277 drivers involved 
in crashes last year. (3,266 in 2006) 
 
How many vehicles were involved in crashes in 2007?  There were 3,543 vehicles 
involved in crashes last year. (3,517 in 2006) 
 
What month did most crashes occur in 2007? December with 269 crashes followed by 
January (167), March (155), November (151), October (150), July (145), September (145), 
April (143), August (138), June (136), May (131), and February (121) 
 
What day of the week did most crashes occur in 2007?  Friday with 348 crashes followed 
by Saturday (283), Monday (272), Thursday (256), Tuesday (244), Wednesday (231), and 
Sunday (217). 
 
What type of crash was the most prevalent?  Rear End crashes. 
 
What are the top ten human factors that contributed to crashes in 2007? (In decreasing 
order) Driver Inattentiveness, failure to yield, unsafe speed, following too closely, disregard 
for traffic control, alcohol, improper turn, inexperienced driver, passenger distraction, and 
unsafe backing  
 
How many hit-and-run crashes were there in 2007?  234. (225 in 2006) 
 
How many pedestrians were hit by cars in 2007?  14. (10 in 2006) 
 
How many bicyclists were hit by cars in 2007?  18. (16 in 2006) 
 
How can I learn more about crashes in the Cheyenne Area? Call the MPO office at 638-
4308 for more information.  
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TRANSPORTATION SAFETY MANAGEMENT PLAN 
 

The Cheyenne Metropolitan Planning Organization (MPO) has taken a leadership role 
as one of the first MPOs in the country to develop a regional transportation safety plan. The 
MPO, with active support from elected officials and the Policy Board, views its 
Transportation Safety Management Plan (TSMP) as a logical extension of efforts to improve 
transportation safety throughout the region. The Cheyenne TSMP utilizes crash data from the 
annual MPO Crash Reports as well as data provided by WYDOT.  

To develop the TSMP, the Cheyenne MPO convened a Transportation Safety 
Advisory Committee (TSAC) comprised of 26 individuals with knowledge and involvement 
in the 4 Es of safety:  enforcement, education, engineering, and emergency medical services.  
To guide the TSMP, the Committee developed a mission and goal.  The mission of 
Cheyenne’s TSMP is to eliminate preventable traffic-related deaths and injuries, and the 
goal is to reduce fatal and injury crashes by 10 percent by 2020.  To achieve this goal, the 
Cheyenne region will need to eliminate an average of 3.5 fatal and injury crashes each year for 
the next 13 years (from 2008 to 2020).  This will result in the prevention of more than 45 
traffic deaths or injuries, given that in some crashes more than one individual is killed or 
injured. 
 

The TSMP approaches data analysis and improvement strategies in a manner similar to the 
Strategic Highway Safety Plan (SHSP) process undertaken at the state level, as required by the 
Safe, Accountable, Flexible, Efficient Transportation Equity Act: A Legacy for Users 
(SAFETEA-LU).  The safety analysis of emphasis 
areas represents a new approach to roadway safety 
analysis by including populations (e.g., older and 
younger drivers), crash types (e.g., roadway 
departure crashes, head-on collisions), 
infrastructure/hazards (e.g., intersections, tree and 
utility pole collisions), behavior (e.g., occupant 
protection, distracted/fatigued, impaired/alcohol), 
and modes (e.g., pedestrian, bicycle, motorcycle, 
heavy trucks).  Primarily based on the number of 
fatalities and injuries, the TSAC selected six 
AASHTO emphasis areas for focus in Cheyenne, 
which were Impaired Driving (primarily alcohol); 
Distracted Drivers; Intersections and Other 
Hazardous Locations; Occupant Protection; Older 
Drivers; and Younger Drivers. 

 

Participants in the Cheyenne Transportation Safety Summit participate in 
an emphasis area team discussion on January 31, 2008. 

 



2007 ANNUAL CRASH REPORT FOR THE GREATER CHEYENNE AREA 

 4

 
 

 
 

A key step in development of the TSMP was a Transportation Safety Summit 
convened by the MPO on January 31, 2008 where participants reviewed current safety 
strategies, identified nationally proven strategies for consideration in greater Cheyenne, and 
developed new safety approaches.  Sixty people attended the Summit including the Chief of 
Police and enforcement officials, State and local transportation planners and engineers, 
individuals with expertise in the six emphasis areas, and County Commissioners.  County 
Commissioners stayed throughout the day and actively participated on several of the 
emphasis area teams.  Media representatives also attended and reported on the work of the 
Summit, broadening the safety message to residents throughout the Cheyenne community.  
Participants worked in six emphasis area teams to identify short-, medium-, and long-term 
transportation safety strategies for implementation in the Cheyenne area, which form the 
basis of the TSMP. 
 

The final TSMP report has been approved by the City of Cheyenne Governing Body on 
July 28th, 2008 and has also recently been awarded an AMPO (Association of Metropolitan 
Planning Organizations) National Award for Innovative Practices in Metropolitan Transportation 
Planning.   As a result of the TSMP plan development and adoption, and for the first time, the 
MPO submitted letters of intent to the Wyoming Highway Safety Office for grants to implement 
three strategies in the plan:  an enforcement summit on safety belt enforcement, prioritization of 
hazardous locations and road safety audits, and saturation patrols to reduce DUI crashes.  The 
MPO is also reaching out to national experts for assistance on developing a methodology to 
identify and prioritize hazardous locations, as a stepping stone towards implementation of short 
term strategies.   The MPO will coordinate ongoing meetings of the TSAC to implement 
additional TSMP plan strategies and monitor safety progress in the region. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



2007 ANNUAL CRASH REPORT FOR THE GREATER CHEYENNE AREA 

 10

 
 

 

         
 
 

         
 
 

          
 
 



2007 ANNUAL CRASH REPORT FOR THE GREATER CHEYENNE AREA 

 11

 
 

 

 
 
 

 

 



2007 ANNUAL CRASH REPORT FOR THE GREATER CHEYENNE AREA 

 12

 
 

 

 
 
 

 

 



2007 ANNUAL CRASH REPORT FOR THE GREATER CHEYENNE AREA 

 13

 
 

 

 
 

 
  
   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



2007 ANNUAL CRASH REPORT FOR THE GREATER CHEYENNE AREA 

 14

 

 
HUMAN CONTRIBUTING FACTORS 

 

Human 
Contributing Factor 

 
Rank of All 

Crashes in 2007 

 
2007 

Incidents 

 
Rank of All 

Crashes from 
1988-2007 

 
1988-2007 
Incidents 

 
Inattentive Driver 

 
1 351 1 7950 

 
Failure to Yield 

 
2 334 2 6962 

 
Unsafe Speed 

 
3 249 3 4398 

Following Too Close 4 167 4 2834 

 Disregard for Traffic 
Control 

 
5 127 6 2472 

 
Alcohol Related 

 
6 115 5 2492 

 
Improper Turn 

 
7 83 7 1713 

 
Inexperienced Driver 

 
8 56 8 1143 

 
Passenger 
Distraction 

 
9 54 10 636 

 
Unsafe Backing 

 
10 43 9 1073 

 
Improper Passing 

 
11 15 11 319 

 
Illness 

 
12 13 14 122 

 
Fell Asleep 

 
13 10 12 212 

 
No Driver 

 
14 7 13 143 

 
Disability 

 
15 6 17 70 

 
Pedestrian Error 

 
16 5 15 115 

 
Fatigue 

 
17 4 19 40 

 
Illegal Drugs 
Suspected 

 
17 4 19 40 

 
Medication 

 
17 4 18 48 

 
No/improper Signal 20 1 16 107 

 
Other 

 
 47 

 
 1212 

 
Unknown 

 
 122 

 
 1876 

 
 
 
 


